
Meeker Co. SWCD 
Offers Trees &  
Pollinator Habitat 
The Meeker County Soil & Water  
Conservation District tree sale is 
underway. They offer a wide  
variety of bare root and potted 
trees and shrubs. Tree orders are 
taken on a first-come, first-serve 
basis and are distributed in April. 
 This year, the conservation  
district is also offering native seed 
packets and plants to its  
landowners who wish to provide 
habitat for their pollinator friends. 
Residents can choose native seed 
mixes or wildflower plant kits, both 
of which are designed to provide 
food and habitat for native insects, 
bees and butterflies. The deadline 
to order is April 1.  
 For more info and order forms, 
visit the Meeker County website at 
www.co.meeker.mn.us. 
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The Lake Francis Lake  
Association is on Facebook!  
Like our page at facebook.com/
lakefrancismn to learn more 
about membership, events and 
area business members.  
Feel free to share your photos, 
lost and found, events and lake  
updates, too! 

 
Lake Francis 
Area Recreation & Conservation Club, Inc. 
PO Box 81 
South Haven, MN 55382 

Please deliver to... 

Newsletter printed by: 
Larry & Joan Davis, Holiday Beach 
Fox Tracks Marketing Solutions 

2015 MEMBERSHIP 
INFO ENCLOSED 
For only $35/year, you’ll enjoy  
up-to-date lake information,  
special events, a printed lake  
directory, water level monitoring,  
lake stewardship, and access to  
the DNR, Wright & Meeker  
County, area watershed and other  
representatives and expertise. 
The 2015 Membership Form  
is enclosed, including the  
opportunity to win a free  
one-year membership by  
guessing the 2015 “ice out.” 
 
Most recent ice out dates: 
2014 = April 23 
2013 = May 1 
2012 = March 19 
2011 = April 13 
2010 = March 31 
2009 = April 12 

To submit a photo, event or news item,  
e-mail lakefrancisnews@gmail.com. 

2015 Calendar of Lake Events & Area Happenings 
March 20 .............. Kingston Lions Fish Fry, 4-8 p.m., Community Center 
May 9 ................... Fishing Opener 
May 9 & 10 .......... Take a Mom Fishing Weekend; Happy Mother’s Day 
May 15 ................. Membership Registration Deadline 
May 16 ................. LFARCC Board Meeting 
May 23 ................. Smallmouth & Largemouth Bass Seasons Open 
June 5-7 ................ Take a Kid Fishing Weekend 
June 27 ................. LFARCC Board Meeting & Annual Member Meeting 
Aug. 1 ................... Annual Picnic hosted by Rustic Ridge & East Shore 
Sept. 19 ................. LFARCC Board Meeting & Volunteer Dinner 
 
Watch the LFARCC Facebook page for updates! 
Contact your Area Representative with concerns, comments or questions you’d 
like the Lake Francis ARCC Board of Directors to address. 

HUNDREDS ENJOY BEAUTIFUL DAY AT 
LIONS ANNUAL FISHING CONTEST 
The Kingston Lions Club held the 27th Annual Fishing Contest on Sat-
urday, February 7, at Lake Francis.  The day included the fishing con-
test, cash prize drawing and concessions. 
 Cash prizes were given to the three largest fish in the main category, 
which included walleye, northern and bass. Additional $25 cash prizes 
were given to the largest crappie and sunfish. Winners were: 
  First Place ...... Barron Young, Dassel 
  Second Place . Lisa Leinonen, Annandale 
  Third Place .... Chad Anderson, Dassel 
  Crappie .......... Bill Edwards, Kimball 
  Sunfish ........... Josh Shoutz, Kimball 
 Money raised at the annual event are used to fund Lions scholarships 
and to help people in need in the Kingston area. The Kingston Lions 
award three $500 scholarships to local high school seniors in Kimball, 
Litchfield and Dassel/Cokato. 

Barron Young, left, weighed in the largest fish at the 27th Annual  
Kingston Lions Fishing Contest. Chad Anderson, right, had the third-
largest fish that day. Anglers and spectators enjoyed a beautiful day 
while raising money for scholarships and helping people in need. 

MEMBERSHIP INFO ENCLOSED 
Please Renew or Join by May 15! 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS/ 
AREA REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Ranta Lane Phone 
 Nancy Friesen .................763-295-2332 
 Dianne Johnson ..............320-275-4207 
 

Melody Lane 
 Don Haupert ...................952-431-3180 
 Holly Edwards ................320-398-3045 
 

Sunset Terrace 
 Joan Perusse ...................320-236-2340 
 Joann Meyer ...................952-220-5884 
 

Wildwood Terrace 
 Roger Berggren ..............320-587-5292 
 Jan Anderson ..................612-823-0654 
 

East Shore 
 Jim Olsen ........................320-236-7949 
 

Holiday Beach 
 Bob Fleming ...................952-451-2538 
 Tony DeNucci ................952-403-9155 
 

Pirates Cove 
 Craig Panning .................952-449-1286 
 

Rustic Ridge 
 Chuck Taci .....................952-200-0893 
 Jiselle Graves ..................612-670-3389 
 

Hidden Forest 
 Tim Pivec .......................320-398-6383 
 Mike Oesterreich ............320-398-3231 
 

Outlots 
 Janice Smith ...................320-398-2594 
 
OFFICERS 
President ............................ Jan Anderson 
Vice President ...................Tony DeNucci 
Secretary ............................ Jiselle Graves 
Treasurer ...................... Mike Oesterreich 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Advertising ....................... Nancy Friesen 
 ................................................. Tim Pivec 
AIS Watch Teams ............ Holly Edwards 
 .............................................. Brian Knox 
DNR Rep &  
Eagle Creek Maintenance ........ Jim Olsen 
Membership ................... Mary Lou Pivec 
New Resident Packet ........... Joan Perusse 
Communications ...................... Ray Hirte 
 ..................................... Jennifer Severson 
Precipitation Data ........... Wally Erickson 
Sign Maintenance ............... Bob Fleming 
Social Events............................ Deb Bohn 
Special Projects ............... Roger Berggren 
Water Testing ........................ Brian Knox 
Web Site ............................. Aaron Tatone 
 ..................................... Jennifer Severson 
 
Thank you to the board, officers,  
volunteers and the many others who  
help make the LFARCC possible! 

Amount of trash removed from the Crow River system  
by the Crow River Organization of Water (CROW)  

and their volunteers in the past decade. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE LFARCC PRESIDENT... 
It's spring newsletter time again! Looking outside my window in Minneapolis, 
I'm grateful for many things, but most of all that I'm not on the East Coast  
trying to shovel out from yet another record snow storm! Other than the bitter 
cold, we have not had too bad of a winter here in Minnesota, but I'm happy to 
say I'm looking forward to Daylight Savings Time in a few weeks, longer days, 
sunshine and yes… SPRING! Soon we will all be at the lake doing our weekly 
rituals of opening up cabins, turning on water, cleaning, putting in the docks 
and watercraft toys, boats, raking… ahhhh… the joy of it all, right? 
 The LFARCC is asking you its members for any ideas you may have for 
lake improvement projects. It's a "wish list" of sorts – being compiled and later 
submitted to the County and MCAL to help develop appropriate budgets for 
projects that will benefit area lakes in the long-term. The wish list also helps us 
share our ideas with organizations like CROW should a grant opportunity  
become available. Any ideas you may have to help improve Lake Francis please 
submit them to the LFARCC board through our website or Facebook page.  
 Remember, spring is also a perfect time to have your septic systems 
checked out for problems – such as leaks – and have them cleaned out. Keeping 
your septic system healthy is a great way to keep unwanted run-off out of the 
lake. 
 Also, Kingston Township would like us to remember that the garbage bins 
and dumpster at the public beach and boat landings are for day use boaters and 
anglers only! 
 See you at the lake very soon! ~ Jan 

DNR Postpones AIS Training and Trailer Decal Program 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources will postpone the new  
aquatic invasive species training and trailer decal program that was due to 
launch at the end of the month while legislators consider changes to the  
program.  
 Under a law passed by the state Legislature in 2012, anyone trailering a 
boat or water-related equipment such as docks and lifts in Minnesota is  
required to take aquatic invasive species training and display a decal on their 
trailer. The effective date is July 1, 2015. 
 “With the legislative interest in this educational program and ongoing  
discussions about possible changes, we are postponing the launch until we see 
if the Legislature acts this session to modify the program,” said Bob Meier, 
DNR assistant commissioner. 
 The DNR supports the education that would be provided under this law, 
but recognizes there are some concerns with the way the law is currently  
written. For example, people transporting boats on trailers through Minnesota 
to another destination are required to take the course and display a decal even 
if they don’t put their boat in Minnesota waters. 
 Since the training and decal are currently not required until July 1, the 
DNR wants to remind people that there will be time to see what happens  
legislatively and still take the course and receive decals. The agency will post 
online (the MN DNR website) any updates on trailers and alert the media if 
there are any program changes. Courtesy of the Minnesota DNR. 
 
Watershed Pollutant Load Monitoring Network Grant 
The CROW was recently selected as a grant recipient for the Minnesota  
Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) “Watershed Pollutant Load Monitoring 
Network Grant (WPLMN)”.  
 In partnership with the Middle Fork Crow River Watershed District, the 
North Fork Crow River Watershed District, and Sibley SWCD/High Island  
Watershed District, nine monitoring sites in the North and South Fork Crow 
River Watershed and Minnesota Watershed will be monitored. A few sites will 
be monitored year-around and a few others will be visited from ice-out to late 
October.  
 The goal of the WPLMN program is to obtain spatial and temporal pollutant 
load information in an effort to evaluate water quality trends. The water quality 
data collected from these sites will be combined with tangent flow  
measurements conducted by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
and United States Geological Survey. Field work will begin in February 2015. 
Courtesy of Crow River Organization of Water. 

STAY SAFE: 
Know Your Ice  
Color Meanings 
Although a useful indicator, color 
alone should not be relied upon. For 
instance, ice of any color subjected to 
a running water force underneath will 
be weaker than ice not subject to that 
pressure. In general, you can surmise 
the following from ice colors: 
Light gray to dark black: Melt-

ing ice, occurs even if air tempera-
ture is below 32°F. Not safe, its 
weak density can’t hold a load, stay 
off. 

White to opaque: Water -saturated 
snow freezes on top of ice forming 
another thin ice layer. Most times 
it’s weak due to being porous from 
air pockets. 

Blue to clear: High density, very 
strong, safest ice to be on if thick 
enough, stay off if less than 4” 
thick. 

Mottled and slushy or “rotten” 
ice: Not so much its color  but its 
texture. This ice is thawing and 
slushy. It is deceptive - it may 
seem thick at the top but it is rot-
ting away at the center and base. 
Most prevalent in spring, may be 
showing signs of browns from 
plant tannins, dirt and other  
natural materials that are  
resurfacing from thawing. Not  
suitable for even a footstep. 

 
Courtesy of WikiHow.com 

64.3 TON 
Rain and Snow Data Courtesy of Wally Erickson, Lake Francis resident. 

Water Level Data 
Courtesy of the  
MN Department of 
Natural Resources. 



These LFARCC Members offer professional services.  
We urge you to turn to them for your products and services! 

(More advertisers on insert.) 



LFARCC MEMBERSHIP & RESIDENT SURVEY 
This survey can also be taken online at www.lakefrancisarcc.com.  
 
What is your general impression of the Lake Francis Area Recreation & Conservation Club? 
 
 
 
 
What projects would you like to see the Association address? 
 
 
 
 
What can your area representative do to better represent you? 
 
 
 
 
Do you attend the Annual Meeting? How can we improve this event? If you don’t attend regularly, 
please share your reasons for not attending. 
 
 
 
 
Do you attend the Annual Picnic? How can we improve this event? If you don’t attend regularly, 
please share your reasons for not attending. 
 
 
 
 
Please rank the following Association project/work areas from 1 to 8, with 1 being most important to 
you. Choose only one per number.  
      
 Water Level of the Lake  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 Lake Area Signs   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 Water Quality of the Lake  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 Aquatic Invasive Species  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 Fishing Quality   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 Lake Access    1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 Annual Picnic   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 Boating Safety   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 
Are you interested in paying your membership dues via PayPal or credit card? Yes or No (circle one) 
 
Please provide any additional comments or ideas that would help the LFARCC: 

Please return to: 
Lake Francis Area Recreation & Conservation Club 
PO Box 81 
South Haven, MN 55382 


